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expeditionary force under Wolseley defeated Arabi's forces at
Tel-el-Kebir. Henceforth Britain was saddled with the govern-
ment of Egypt, whether she liked it or not. Egypt was never
'painted red' or annexed to the British Empire, but for the next
forty years it was to all intents and purposes a British possession,
except that other European countries, especially the French,
retained certain rights there which enabled them to make our
task much more difficult than it would otherwise have been. In
1883 Sir Evelyn Baring, afterwards Lord Cromer, began his
twenty-four years' government of Egypt, with the unassuming
title of British Agent and Consul-General.

The Sudan. But behind Egypt lay the vast regions of the
Upper Nile, called the Egyptian Sudan, inhabited by primitive
African negroes. It had been conquered by Khedive Mehemet
Ali in the early part of the nineteenth century, and used as a
field for slave raiding and extortion of all kinds. While Egypt
under Arabi was revolting against the Dual Control, a Moslem
choly man' railing himself the Mahdi, or Messenger of God, was
organizing the Sudanese Dervishes in revolt against Egypt. In
1883 the British government unwisely allowed the Egyptian
government to send an army to reconquer the Sudan. It was
entirely destroyed by the Dervishes at El Obeid, two hundred
miles above Khartum (1883).

What next? It was decided that the Sudan must be aban-
doned5 but there were a number of Egyptian garrisons at Khartum
and other places in the Sudan, and the British government sent
out General Gordon to investigate the position and to conduct
the evacuation. Gordon was a most extraordinary man, a genius
and a saint, and a man destined all his life to strange adventures.
The nearest modern parallel would be Lawrence of Arabia, but
Gordon was decidedly the greater man of the two. Twenty years
earlier he had subdued a formidable rebellion in China, acting in
the service of the Chinese government. More recently he had
served under Khedive Ismail as Governor-General of the Sudan.
Such was the man who was now sent out to the Sudan with one
other British officer, in January 1884. Within a few months, he
was surrounded and besieged in Khartum. Should an expedition
be sent up the Nile to relieve him? It was sent, but too late.
Khartum was sacked and Gordon murdered in January 1885.